Appln. No. 10/545,192 Docket No. 6900-22 (174106) 

Amendment 

Reply to Final Office Action dated April 13, 2009 

REMARKS 

he t ig amendm - m sc emarks are in response to the Fin 1 ce Acl 
dated April I 3. 2009. This amendment is accompanied by a Request for Continued Examination. 
Applicant respectfully requests a three month extension of time and authorization is given to 
i huryc L>epi<v. \t.cOwV. \o ^'Ahy k 1 mrop < j k 

At the time of the Office Action, claims 1, 2, 4-8 and 11-23 were pending in the 
ip\ ! I hdrawi n censk 1 1 1 1 and 1 3-23 

^ere re cted i odes 35 U.S. ( c below 

I. Rejections on Art 

Claims 1-2,4-7, " ,,ar 1 ^ „ *. v < ^ •> x i„ m 

over European Patent No. 0294261 to Kalhskopf (hereafter "Kalbskopf) in view of U.S. Patent 
No. 4,072,627 to Hon C'Hori"). Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
i ! 2, 4-7, 11 and 13-23 and 

further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,615,537 to Tonkin et al. ("Tonkin"). 

Claim 1 is amended herein to clarify that the shaping step takes place using an outer, or 
surrounding layer, that comprises a mixture of binding agent and base material, and thai the inner 
layer comprises base material that is substantially free of binding material. Such an arrangement 
is not taught in the cite prior art documents. In particular, and as explained previously, Kalhskopf' 
does not teach the use of layers of material at all . Hon teaches rolling a sheet material up so that 
i ,a\5..', hut best 

There is thus no teaching in either prior art document of providing a culture medium 
5 \ i o i 'it ol vsv r ak-m. il* i^m m 1 i m }m i i t 1 ^> A( I 

\ layer o c c c ic b'mdh iat ha idi?ed in 

solidified by heating and cooling. The inner core allows for a hydrophobic material to be used in 
the binding agent without affecting the water absorbing capacity of the base material (see for 
exao )1 age 12 nes 3 5 of he present applicat m 

Claim 1 is thus believed to relate to patentable subject matter, and to be in. condition for 
allowance. The dependent claims arc also believed allowable because of their dependence upon 

e base clai < se of th rther features n w 5 lai 

requested upon uliovvjiice m claim 1. 
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II. Conclusion 

Applicants have made every effort to present claims which distinguish over the prior art, 
and it is thus believed that all claims are in condition for allowance. Nevertheless, Applicants 
invite the Examiner to call the undersigned if K is believed thai a telephonic interview would 
* N ><■ < - v. ' , , .nation to an a! . < \ 

Vpp ts t ic sec 1 y- the pending claims 



\es a - sA .a, ed 



Mark D. Passler 

Registration No. 40,764 

AKEJRMAN SENTER.fl IT 

Post Office Box 3 i88 

West Palm Beach, FL 33402-31 88 

Telephone: (560 653-5000 
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